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Judge orders recall to continue

Court tells Jefferson County clerk to verify signatures for Bellamy's recall

By Kate Ramsayer
The Bulletin

The Jefferson County clerk
needs to either count and verify
the signatures on recall petition
signature sheets for Jefferson
County Commissioner Bill Bel-
lamy or show a reason why she
should not have to do so, a Jef-
ferson County Circuit Court
judge ruted Monday.

A group of Jefferson County
residents started gathering sig-
‘natures earlier this summer (o re-
cali Bellamy, who they said had

mishandled Measure 37 land use
claims, according to the petition,

Another petition drive is un-
der way to recall Jefferson
County Commissioner Walt
Ponsford,

The Bellamy recall proponents
tumed in signature sheets on
Auyg. 18. On Aug. 22, Jefferson
County Clerk Kathy Marston,
who verifies the signatures, sent a
lefter to the recall committee stat-
ing that the signature sheets were
on an unapproved form.

Marston said she talked to the

Oregon Secretary of State’s of-
fice when she discovered the er-
ror, and was {old that she had to
reject the forms.

*l informed the cormitree that
the sheets were all rejected”
Marston said. “] looked through
every one of them, and they were
all on the unapproved form.”

The signatures were on a ver-
sion of the form from January
2006 that says “circulator signa-
ture” in the bottom left comer, in-
stead of a May 2006 form that
says “signature of county elec-

tions official " That is the onlv dif-
ference, according to writ pre-
pared by the recall committee's
lawyer,

But Bob Harris of the recall
committee said the group com-
plied with the R Manual is-
sued by the Secretary of State’s
office.

Although the county clerk’s
office put a May signafure form
inte the manual, it didn't tear out
the old January form, which sig-
nature colfectors used, he said.

“Unbeknownst to us there was

a bad form in the book that
gjlgrston) didn't pull ow,™ Harris

Monday morning, applicant
Fannie Regnier asked the Jeffer-
son County Circuit Count to is-
sue a writ of mandamus, which
would require Marston 1o con-
tinue counting the signatures on
the Bellamy recall petition, said
James Leuenberger, lawver for
the recali cornmittes,

The writ, prepared by Leuen-
berger, stated that Marston ap-
proved a form on July 3 that had
the January 2006 wording in-
stead of the updated version.
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It also stated that “neither
{Marston) nor her empioyces re-
moved the January 2006 SEL
351 form before distributing the
2006 Recalt Manual”

Judge Garymompsm
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signed the writ Monday after-
noon, ordering Marston to
continue to count and verify
the stguamm, but he also
wrate In “or show cause why
she should not be compelied to
do so,” sccording to a copy of
the writ provided by Leuen-

emnnych'k’sofﬁeebad

just received the writ late Mon-
day afternoon, but Jacki Hag-
gerty, the county counsel, said
they will apswer it because

Marston did what she was sup-
posed to do.

“The clerk followed the law,
and she followed the direction
of the Secretam State’s of-
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